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As the poem states, “Asian is not Oriental.” The term “oriental” has been imposed upon 
Asians to emphasize the differences, and in many cases, the inferiority of Asian people. 
The term “Asian American” or “Asian Pacific American” is a term of empowerment, of 
Asians assuming control of the way they are viewed. The key part of “Asian American” or 
“Asian Pacific American” is AMERICAN. It embraces the fact that we are not foreigners. 
WHAT IS asiantation? 
asiantation is a student-run orientation unlike other university-run orientation programs. It 
also appears to be the first orientation of its kind in the U.S. that is directed specifically 
toward Asian American students. The first asiantation program took place in 1994 
and came about because of the initiative and diligence of the Asian Pacific American 
Coalition and the cooperation of the Illini Union Board and the Office of the Dean of 
Students.
The program consists of this resource booklet and a welcoming event featuring speakers, 
entertainment from the campus community. Each year asiantation enjoys widespread 
support from student organizations, campus units, and individuals who contribute in 
various ways to the success of the program.
WHO IS CONSIDERED ASIAN AMERICAN?
Asian Americans are the largest racial minority group on campus. Asian Americans 
are an extremely diverse group made up of many different ethnic groups. Asians are 
persons “having origins in any of the original peoples of East Asia, Southeast Asia, or the 
Indian subcontinent.” 
» East Asian generally includes Chinese, Korean, and Japanese.
» Southeast Asian generally includes Cambodian, Hmong, Laotian, and Vietnamese.
» South Asian generally includes Asian Indian, Bangladeshi, Bhutanese, Nepalese, 
Pakistani, and Sri Lankan.
» Pacific Islander generally includes Native Hawaiian, Guamanian, and Samoan.
ASIANTATION IS NOT ORIENTATION
Why is it called Asiantation, instead of Ori-
entation? The title Asiantation wasn’t intended 
merely as a catchy name. The following 
poem explains it best.
ASIAN
is not
Oriental.
head bowed, submissive, industrious
model minority
hard working, studious
quiet
ASIAN
is not being
Oriental
Lotus blossom, exotic passion flower
inscrutable.
ASIAN
is no talking
Oriental
ahh so, ching chong chinaman
no tickee, no washee
ORIENTAL
is a white man’s word
ORIENTAL 
is jap, flip, chink, gook
it’s “how ‘bout a back rub mama-san”
it’s “you people could teach them niggers
and Mexicans a thing or two
you’re good people
none of that hollerin’ and protesting”
ORIENTAL
is slanty eyes, glasses, and buck teeth
Charlie Chan, Tokyo Rose, Madam Butterfly.
it’s “a half hour after eating Chinese food
you’re hungry again”
it’s houseboys, gardeners, and laundrymen
Oriental is a fad: yin-yang, kung fu
“say one of them funny words for me”
Oriental is downcast eyes, china doll
”they all look alike”
Oriental is sneaky
Oriental is a white man’s word.
WE
ARE NOT Oriental.
We have learned the word all our lives
we have learned to be Oriental
we have learned to live it, speak it,
play the role.
The time has come
to look at who gave the name.
- Anonymous
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Asian	American	Association (AAA) is one of the largest student organizations 
that provides social activities promoting awareness of pan-Asian American 
heritage.
Asian	American	Student	Housing	Organization (AASHO) was established in 2005 to 
support students and develop a stronger Asian and Asian American presence 
and community within University Residence Halls.
Asian	Pacific	American	Coalition (APAC) is the umbrella organization of many of 
the other Asian American organizations that pursues institutional and social 
change by building trust and collaboration within the Asian Pacific American 
community.
Chinese	Undergraduate	Student	Association (CUSA) promotes Chinese culture among 
the undergraduate population through various social and cultural events.
Hong	Kong	Student	Association (HKSA) is a social and cultural organization that 
promotes Hong Kong cultural values to students on campus and in other 
schools.
Illini	Union	Board	–	Asian	American	Programs (IUB) is one of the cultural 
programming committees that provides cultural, educational, social, and 
recreational programs.
Indian	Student	Association (ISA) is one of the largest student organizations that 
promotes cultural awareness and diverse opportunities for students with 
special emphasis on Indian heritage.
Student Organizations and Activities » Cultural and Ethnic Organizations
With more than 1000 organizations to choose from, you’re sure to find a 
registered organization that meets your needs and interests – and if not, 
you can start your own! Registered organizations enrich life at UIUC by 
providing programs like dances, lectures, movies, and tournaments. There 
are many organizations that cater to Asian culture and history and Asian 
American experiences.  Here is a sample of some of these organizations. 
Visit http://www.uiuc.edu/regorgs/ for an updated list and links to these 
organizations.
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Japan	Intercultural	Network (J-Net) furthers cultural understanding between 
American and Japanese students and provides information to new Japanese 
students in Champaign-Urbana.
Korean	American	Students	Association (KASA) promotes Korean American 
awareness on campus through social and cultural programs.
Mixed promotes and celebrates the mixed heritage experience as well as 
mixed heritage on campus and in the community
Pakistani	Students	Association (PSA) provides greater support to incoming 
Pakistani students and serves as a facilitator and promoter of Pakistani culture 
and awareness.
Philippine	Student	Association (PSA) fosters and promotes relationships through 
the education and promotion of Filipino culture and offers support to the 
community through awareness as well as to encourage the development of the 
academic, leadership, and social skills of the members.
Taiwanese	American	Students	Club (TASC) provides social and educational 
activities for students interested in Taiwanese culture and promotes, preserves, 
educates, and celebrates Taiwanese American culture.
Vietnamese	Student	Association (VSA) offers many opportunities for students to 
learn about the Vietnamese culture, traditions, and customs on campus.
Student Organizations and Activities » Cultural and Ethnic Organizations
OTHER CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Asha	Urbana-Champaign
East	Asian	Graduate	Student	Organization
South	Asian	Collective
Burmese	Community	at	UIUC
Chinese	Students	and	Scholars	Association
Hawaii	Club
Illini	Japanese	Association
Indonesian	Students	Club
Korean	Student	Association
Malaysian	Students	Association
Sri	Lankan	Society
Taiwan	Intercultural	Association
Taiwanese	Students	Association
Thai	Student	Association
Together	Encouraging	the	Appreciation	of 		
					Multiculturalism
Vietnamese	Student	Community
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Student Organizations and Activities » Fraternities and Sororities
GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Asian	American	Law	Students	Association
Asian	Pacific	American	Graduate	Students									
					Organization
Critical	Research	Collaborative
Graduate	and	Professional	Students	of 		 	
					Color
Alpha	Iota	Omicron (AIO) is a South Asian American fraternity with four 
fundamental principles: Brotherhood, Networking, Promoting South Asian 
Culture, and Community Service.
 
alpha	Kappa	Delta	Phi (aKDPhi) is an Asian American interest sorority that 
promotes sisterhood, scholarship, leadership, and Asian American awareness 
in the University and in the community.
Delta	Kappa	Delta commits itself to the fostering of a united sisterhood, the 
development of indomitable spirit, the betterment of the community through 
humanitarian services, and the education of themselves and others about the 
Indian sub-continental culture. 
Lambda	Phi	Epsilon	(LPhiE) is the first national Asian-interest fraternity on campus 
that is set to develop individual skills and leadership abilities in young men, 
promote interaction among people of different ethnic heritages, and also to 
develop each member to his fullest potential.
PERFORMING ARTS ORGANIZATIONS
Chai-Town	Acappella
Dance2XS
Ghungroo	Dance	Company
Illini	Chandani
Ka	Melia	Hula	Club
Muslim	Artists	Collective
Society	for	the	Promotion	of 	Indian					 	
					Classical	Music	and	Culture	Among	Youth
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
Buddhism	Study	Group
Chinese	Christian	Group
Council	of 	Muslim	Graduates
Hindu	Students	Council
Indian	Christian	Fellowship
Korean	Catholic	Students	Association
Muslim	Student	Association
 Student Organizations and Activities » Other Organizations
The	University	of 	Illinois	is	home	to	one	of 	the	largest	fraternity	and	sorority	
systems	in	the	country.		About	21	percent	of 	the	undergraduate	population	or	
about	6400	students	are	affiliated	with	one	of 	the	99	chapters	of 	fraternities	and	
sororities.		Around	6	percent	of 	these	students	identify	as	Asian	American.		There	
are	also	a	few	chapters	of 	Asian	American	fraternities	and	sororities	on	campus.
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Asiantation is a welcoming event hosted at the beginning of every year for all incoming students and showcases the 
various organizations, programs, and services aimed at Asian Americans.
Filipino	Americans	Coming	Together	(FACT)	Conference	is hosted by PSA every fall with workshops addressing the experiences 
of Filipino Americans and a variety show highlighting traditional and contemporary Filipino culture.
Gandhi	Week is held during the week of Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday. ISA hosts a weeklong of activities that celebrates 
the life of Gandhi such as a day of service, candlelight vigil, and movie showing.
Culture	Shock, sponsored by TEAM and Illini Union Board, is one of the biggest multicultural events on campus that 
includes a multitude of cultural performances, cultural food, booth displays by cultural organizations, a games room, a 
fashion show, as well as dance workshops.
Asian	American	Idol is hosted by IUB and KASA every spring showcasing Asian American singers and musicians.
Asian American Association holds an annual Taste	of 	Asia in the spring that offers a taste of different ethnic foods.
In the Spring, there is a variety of cultural dance shows and performances including fashion	shows by AAA and PSA, 
ISA’s India	Night, and Ghunghroo	Dance	Company’s	Annual	Dance	Show.
One of the longest standing annual events on campus belongs to VSA’s Family	Day which brings together family and 
friends to celebrate an evening of Vietnamese culture, including performances, food, and fashion.
Student Organizations and Activities » Annual Campus Events
Every year you can expect several Asian American programs that reach large audiences. Here is a sample of some of 
the high profile programs to look out for throughout the year.
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 Student Organizations and Activities » Asian American Leadership Awards
 Student Organizations and Activities » Asian American Awareness Month
May is the national Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, but the academic 
year ends in May.  Every March, UIUC celebrates Asian	American	Awareness	
Month.  Awareness Month includes lectures, performances, workshops and 
various cultural events.  If you are interested obtaining a calendar of events, 
contact the Asian American Cultural Center.
All students are encouraged to get involved with the planning committee, so 
contact the Asian American Cultural Center.
The annual Asian	American	Leadership	Awards recognizes and rewards excellence 
among those who have dedicated countless hours to campus-wide activities. 
The winners exemplify a high level of leadership and dedication to the Asian 
American community in developing and implementing activities, programs, 
and services that promoted unity among Asian Americans and awareness of 
Asian American issues.
Each spring, there is also a campuswide Student Affairs Leadership Awards 
that honors students and registered student student organizations who have 
demonstrated exceptional leadership.
Nominations are open to any student, faculty, and staff for all awards, so you 
are encouraged to submit a nomination for any individuals or organizations  
that exemplify the cultural and philanthropic diversity found on campus.
Award Categories:
Outstanding	Asian	American	Alumni	Award
Outstanding	Asian	American	Faculty/Staff 	Award
Susan	Yung	Maul	Award	for	Outstanding	Asian	
American	Program/Event
Outstanding	Asian	American	Student	Leader	Award
Yuki	Llewellyn	Award	for	Outstanding	Asian	
American	Student	Organization
Other Awards:
AACC	Outstanding	Asian	American	Community	
Builder	Award
Clark	Cunningham	Undergraduate	Essay	Award
Jeffrey	S.	Tanaka	Graduate	Research	Grant
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Student Services » Asian American Cultural Center
ABOUT THE ASIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
Centrally located on campus half a block east of the Quad and on the same block as several other cultural centers and 
ethnic studies programs, the Asian American Cultural Center (AACC) is located at 1210 West Nevada Street in Urbana. 
With a $1.3 million construction budget, the 6800 square feet facility opened September 2005 and is the largest of its 
kind in the Midwest. 
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
The Artist	Showcase is a venue for Asian American artists to display their artwork. Various exhibits are displayed 
throughout the year.
Affiliate	Organizations assist the AACC by co-sponsoring a wide range of programs and enhances the relationships between 
the AACC and organizations that support the Center’s mission.
Affinity	Organizations are organizations created to serve special target populations such as the Asian American Alumni 
Network, Asian American Faculty and Staff Alliance, and Asian American LGBT Allies.
Food	for	Thought is a weekly discussion series that focuses on topics relevant to the Asian American community. Past topics 
include interracial relationships, studying abroad, cultural conflicts between generations, and issues of sexuality.
Coffeehouses and Cultural	Demonstrations include cooking classes and dance lessons that provide a social environment for 
anyone interested in specific cultural experiences or food.
The Resource	Collection contains various media related to Asian American experiences, including books, magazines, CDs, 
DVDs, games, costumes, and other resources. It also contains a vertical file for campus student organization archives. 
The Internship	Program gives students an opportunity to undertake creative and challenging assignments that provide a 
greater understanding of Student Affairs and the Asian American community.
The Student	Cultural	Programming	Fee	Committees provide direction and allocation of resources for culture-specific 
programming for African American, Asian American, Latina/o, and Native American programs and activities.  
10       asiantation
Student Services » Asian American Cultural Center
The Lounge is an area to study, relax, or watch television.  It is also used as a 
programming space for social events, speaker receptions, coffeehouses, cultural 
demonstrations, and other special events.
The Kitchen is used as preparation space for food events, receptions, and 
fundraisers.  It is fully equipped with appliances, cookware, and serving supplies.  It 
opens to the lounge for buffet-style serving.
The Activities	Office is a non-reservable open office for students to study, work on 
projects, or have informal meetings. Computers are available for the public, and 
additional resources such as photocopiers, printers, and mailboxes are available to 
affiliate organizations.
The Resource	Room is used for small group meetings, special projects, and language 
classes.  It also contains an archive for Asian American student organizations and an 
extensive resource collection of books, magazines, music, and videos.
The Conference	Room is shared with the Asian American Studies Program and is used 
for speaker presentations, meetings, and film showings.  It can be reserved for 
evenings and weekends for meetings or other activities.
Staff offices can be found on the second floor. The facility meets Americans with 
Disabilities Act Standards and has wireless internet connection.
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Student Services » Office of the Dean of Students
The functions of the Office of the Dean 
of Students are integral to the land-grant 
mission of the campus and contribute 
to students’ academic and personal 
development. Student-centered advocacy, 
programs and services are designed 
to address students’ needs and remove 
barriers to their success.
The Asian	American	Cultural	Center is dedicated to fostering appreciation and 
understanding of Asian American experiences.
The Bruce	D.	Nesbitt	African	American	Cultural	Center serves as a vehicle for self-
expression and leadership enhancement to students of African descent and 
promotes campus-wide understanding of the unique contributions of African 
Americans.
The Student	Assistance	Center offers counseling, referrals, advocacy, absence 
letters, and serves as an intake resource for various concerns. The Emergency 
Dean offers 24-hour-a-day services to students and families experiencing an 
emergency.
Fraternity	and	Sorority	Affairs support councils and chapters in academic 
achievement, diverse membership recruitment, leadership development, 
community service, risk management, and sound maintenance of physical 
facilities.
La	Casa	Cultural	Latina provides a welcoming environment for Latina/o students, the 
campus, and local as well as global communities. La Casa reflects the diversity of 
Latina/o cultures and exemplifies el exito Latino that shapes the Americas in our 
contemporary world.
The Office	of 	Lesbian,	Gay,	Bisexual,	&	Transgender	(LGBT)	Resources provides support 
for full inclusion for all within the University — including those who experience 
homophobia or who need support in coping with their status as a lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, or transgender member of the campus and serves as a resource for 
anyone who is interested and committed to learning about LGBT people, issues, 
and concerns.
New	Student	Programs plans and coordinates orientation programs for new 
undergraduate and transfer students, including IStart and ICelebrate.
The Office	of 	Women’s	Programs provides crisis intervention, information and referral, 
supportive counseling, individual advocacy, and support groups on a variety of 
issues, including the Campus Acquaintance Rape Education (C.A.R.E.) program.
The Testing	Center provides opportunities for students to display their mastery and 
synthesis of knowledge through exams such as the GRE, GMAT, and TOEFL.
Stop Hate | Embrace Difference
As the University becomes increasingly 
diverse with faculty, staff, and students 
hailing from multiple countries, rural and 
urban cities, homogenous communities, 
and practicing various religious beliefs, 
we have greater opportunities to learn 
and interact with people from different 
cultures more than ever before. 
Concomitantly, however, because of 
increased diversity, hate crimes and 
bias-motivated activity are occurring 
with greater frequency on college 
campuses. For some, arrival to the 
University is the first time they have 
encountered persons from such different 
backgrounds.
What can I do? Report acts of 
intolerance to the Office of the Dean 
of Students by calling 333-0050 
or emailing stophate@uiuc.edu. 
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Student Services » Counseling Center
The Counseling	Center is designed to help students address many academic, 
relational and emotional concerns. The staff at the Counseling Center have 
diverse backgrounds and a wealth of experience working with students. Staff 
members of Asian descent at the Counseling Center are available to discuss 
issues facing Asian and Asian American students. They serve weekly office 
hours in the Outreach Office of the Asian American Cultural Center, so don’t 
hesitate to make an appointment!
Besides one-on-one-counseling and group and couples’ therapy, the 
Counseling Center also offers services such as reading/study skills programs, 
educational workshops, and self-help brochures on a wide range of topics. 
Upon request, the staff can also present workshops on specific topics 
such as interracial dating, gender, culture, Asian American identity, media 
stereotyping of Asian Americans, racism, sexism, and intergenerational issues.
The Program	on	Intergroup	Relations (PIR) facilitates dialogue among students 
from different social and cultural backgrounds. Students are provided with 
a proactive educational experience that promotes the exploration of group 
identities and open discussion of social justice issues such as discrimination 
based on class, gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, or disability.
The Asian American Cultural 
Center, Counseling Center, and 
Asian American Alumni Network 
co-sponsor the Mentoring Program 
that matches undergraduate 
students with an Asian American 
faculty, staff, alum, graduate 
student, or community member 
that can provide academic, career 
and/or personal guidance.
Asian	American	Mentoring	Program
Student Services » Career Center
The Career	Center provides information regarding majors and careers. It has a staff of professional
counselors as well as numerous support and student staff that can help you in many areas.
 - Career and Major Exploration: One-on-one counseling appointments; online resources; interest, skill,  
 values, and personality assessment tools.
 - Experiential Education Information: Information regarding internships, volunteer opportunities, summer work
 experiences, study abroad programs.
 - Job Search Resources: Resume/cover letter critiquing services, mock interview program, I-Connect (our
 online resume/job postings and on-campus interviewing site).
 - Health Professions Information: Professional health counselors, health program directories, books,
 informational seminars, electronic health professions newsletter.
 - Graduate School Information: Graduate program directories, books, flyers, informational seminars and
 professional counselors to help with the graduate school planning process.
RESUME AND COVER LETTER CRITIQUING
The Career Center provides drop-in opportunities to critique your resume and cover letter throughout the school year, 
and the Asian American Cultural Center serves as one of these satellite locations. 
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Student Services » Campus Recreation
Campus	Recreation offers everything you to need to stay active and healthy: 
group fitness classes, nutritional counseling, intramural sports, outdoor 
adventures and much more. Whether you need something to do during your 
down time or you need a boost of energy, Campus Recreation has just what 
you need.
UIUC students participate in a variety of Club Sports that promote sporting 
activities, including martial arts. Campus Rec provides approved clubs with 
facility space and time, publicity, and facility supervision.
Group Fitness is a great way to get and stay in shape. A variety of formats 
are offered throughout the year to provide diverse options and levels for all 
participants, including activities such as Yoga and Tai Chi.
MARTIAL ARTS CLUBS
Aikido Club
Goshin Jitsu
Hwarang Taekwondo
Illini Aikido
Illini Judo Club
Illini Jujitsu
Illini Kung Fu Club
Illini Tae Kwon Do Club
Illini Taekgyeon Club
Illinois Shotokan Karate Club
Kuk Sool Won
Shinkendo
Shuri-Ryu Karate Club
Tae Kwon Do
Wushu Club
Student Services » McKinley Health Center
The mission of McKinley	Health	Center is to provide quality health care to the diverse student population of
UIUC and to provide education needed for students to make informed decisions about their health. McKinley
Health Center offers a wide range of services including immunization, pharmacy, physical exams, nutrition counseling 
and much more.
The Special	Population	Health	Issues unit offers health information for specific groups including Asian Americans.
In addition to the health information available online, the Health Center now has information handouts of 26 topics
available in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean.
HEALTH RESOURCE CENTER
McKinley Health Center offers the Health Resource Center once a week at the Asian American Cultural Center which 
offers cold packs, wound care packs, condoms and spermicide.  All students are welcome to bring a student ID to 
obtain these products.
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Student Services » University Housing
The Global	Crossroads	Living/Learning	Community is intended to challenge and motivate students whose interests, experiences, 
and aspirations have a strong international component. This global community provides students with opportunities to 
become interested in world events, improving understanding of global perspectives, practicing foreign language skills, 
or planning a future that includes international work or service.
The Intersections	Living/Learning	Community brings together students, faculty, and staff who are committed to improving 
race relations through intergroup dialogue, scholarship, research, the arts, and social action. They are a community 
of scholars in a multiracial/multiethnic environment where students learn to talk about and across difference and 
sameness, increase their knowledge of their own and other groups, acquire the tools to analyze social inequality, and 
develop the skills to improve intergroup relations.
Multicultural	Advocates (MAs) are students living in the residence halls who have specialized training on issues of 
identity such as gender, race, sexual orientation, religion, and socioeconomic status. MAs focus their time, talents, and 
enthusiasm on making our undergraduate halls safe, welcoming, and celebrative environments for all students. They 
provide programs and learning opportunities for students that deal primarily with issues of diversity, multiculturalism 
and social justice. They serve as leaders and role models within the residence hall community for confronting acts of 
intolerance or hate, encouraging dialogue among students, and working toward true multicultural communities.
The llinois	Leadership	Center offers numerous opportunities to learn and develop 
leadership skills. Students can attend the five I-Programs: Ignite, Imprint, 
Insight, Intersect, and Integrity, each designed to develop various skills such as 
self-development skills or organizational development skills. These programs 
are free and open to all students.
Students can also participate in the leadership certificate, a structured 
program designed to provide students with experience and growth in 
leadership. All of these opportunities are available to University students for 
free.
Student Services » Illinois Leadership Center
College is more than reading books, taking exams, and writing term papers. It’s about striking up new friendships with 
students from different backgrounds. It’s learning to appreciate different music and cultures. And it’s sharing ideas 
and swapping stories with friends and neighbors. It’s about getting involved! University	Housing offers a wide range of 
amenities and services to make your stay with us an enjoyable and memorable one.
ABOUT ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
Faculty, staff, and students have collaborated to build a respected, scholarly 
Asian American Studies Program (AAS) at UIUC since 1997.  Currently AAS 
is one of the ethnic studies programs under the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. AAS has established a presence on campus and raised awareness of 
Asian American issues through its various efforts:
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES MINOR
This minor provides an excellent opportunity for interested students to acquire 
a multicultural understanding of the U.S. and provide a context for students 
who want to continue their studies in a professional school or graduate 
program; work in the fields of education, politics, or community relations; or 
broaden their horizons beyond a specific discipline for personal enhancement 
and development. The minor offers students an opportunity to study a 
coherent multidisciplinary program in Asian American Studies. The minor 
consists of 21 hours, with a minimum grade point average of 2.75 in required 
AAS courses.
SAMPLE AAS COURSE LIST
Introduction	to	Asian	American	Studies
Asian	American	Cultures
Asian	American	Historical	Sociology
Intro	to	Asian	American	Theatre
Constructing	Race	in	America
Asian	American	History
Advanced	Topics	in	Asian	America
Asian	American	Literature
Individual	Study
Hinduism	in	the	United	States
Race	and	Cultural	Diversity
Asian	American	Politics
Asian	Americans	and	Social	Inequalities
Asian	American	Media	and	Film
Asian	Families	in	America
Asian	American	Education
Commodifying	Difference
Asian	American	Ethnic	Groups
Psychology	of 	Asian	Americans
Asian	Diasporas
Advanced	Topics	in	Asian	American	Studies
Readings	in	Asian	American	Studies
Asian	American	Studies	Seminar
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Academics » Asian American Studies
» Sponsored lectures, brown bag seminars, and newsletters
» Sponsored film series on Asian American experiences
» Created a reading room with resources on Asian American issues 
open to students and the community
» Built a program with faculty and courses offered in political science, 
English, anthropology, psychology, educational policy studies, history, 
human and community development, gender and women studies, speech 
communications, educational psychology, Latina/o studies, sociology, 
theater, cinema studies, religious studies, social work, film and media, 
dance, and music
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Academics
The Center	for	East	Asian	and	Pacific	Studies was established in 1964 as an academic program that focused on Asia. The 
Center promotes and supports academic endeavors across the University that focus on East Asia, Southeast Asia 
and Oceania. It organizes academic conferences and seminars, administers overseas exchanges for faculty and 
students, and has an active outreach program that runs seminars and develops curriculum for K-12 educators. The 
Asian	Educational	Media	Service (AEMS) is a program of the Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies that promotes the 
understanding of Asian cultures and peoples and to assist teachers at all levels, from elementary schools to colleges 
and universities, and other individuals and groups, in learning and teaching about Asia.
The	Department	of 	East	Asian	Languages	and	Cultures has courses in the languages, literatures, societies, and cultures of China, 
Japan, and Korea. The department offers a major and a minor as well as master and doctoral degrees. In addition, 
the department also provides numerous opportunities for language study in China, Japan, and Korea. Students can 
also participate in intensive-language training programs in China and Korea through the University of Illinois exchange 
program with institutions in those countries.
The Center	on	Democracy	in	a	Multiracial	Society is a unique university-based research and teaching institute organized 
around a commitment to the practice of democracy and equality within a changing multiracial U.S. society. The Center 
is a component of a broader campus diversity initiative and is designed to serve as catalyst for vigorous scholarly 
and public debate on the multiple racial contexts of democracy. Its overall mission calls for preparing graduate and 
undergraduate students and the wider public for civic engagement and participation in a racially and ethnically 
diverse society.
The Program	on	South	Asian	and	Middle	Eastern	Studies offers an interdisciplinary minor in South Asian Studies. The structure of 
the minor provides students a great amount of flexibility; possible areas of emphasis include language and literature, 
as well as history and social sciences. In addition, the program also administers the South Asian and Middle Eastern 
concentration of the MA in Asian Studies, which is offered through the Department of East Asian Languages and 
Cultures.
The University offers numerous opportunities to Study	Abroad programs. Students can choose to study at one of the 50 
countries where programs are offered. There are currently six Asian countries that have study abroad programs: 
China/Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, India, Singapore and Thailand. Students can take advantage 
of these opportunities in thefall and spring semesters as well as the summer and winter break. To learn more about 
going abroad, students can visit the Study Abroad resource room or attend a First Steps meeting to learn how to 
research the different study abroad locations, classes, terms, scholarships, financial aid, and more. Students can also 
visit their website for more information or look for the study abroad fair that are held each fall.
The University	Library on the Urbana-Champaign campus is the largest public university library in the world. Among the 
collection of more than 10 million volumes and 41 departments/units lie Asian American literature that covers history, 
politics, fiction, and poetry. In addition, the University also maintain a huge Asian collection that is kept in the Asian 
Library which is located inside the main library.
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Arts and Entertainment
Located just outside Monticello, Illinois, Allerton	Park is a place known for its 
unique blend of art, architecture, ecology and agriculture. Many sculptures 
featured in the park and gardens are inspired by the arts of Asian cultures.  
Students and community members can experience the tranquility and the 
richness of Japanese culture at the beautiful Japan	House which provides 
an important academic, cultural, and natural setting for promoting an 
appreciation of Japanese culture.
The Krannert	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts is one of the nation’s premier 
educational and professional performing arts complexes with a mission to 
nurture excellence and innovation in the performing arts through presentation, 
education, research, and public engagement.  Past performers include Yo-Yo 
Ma, Ravi Shankar, Bayanihan Philippine Dance Company, and the National 
Acrobats of Taiwan. 
The Krannert	Art	Museum possesses a diverse collection of artifacts from various 
parts of Asia including the countries of China, India, Japan, and Thailand. 
The collection includes ancient pottery, religious sculptures, and 17th century 
paintings and screens.
Spurlock	Museum has evolved to a collection of 45,000 pieces of artifacts from 
cultures around the world including a permanent gallery of Asian cultures that 
include artifacts from the Philippines, the Qing Dynasty, and the Edo and Meiji 
periods in Japan.
Arts and Entertainment » Division of Intercollegiate Athletics
The Division	of 	Intercollegiate	Athletics believes that an integral part of any 
college student’s campus experience is the opportunity to follow your fellow 
students as they compete in their respective sports. For those of you looking 
for an athletics experience, student groups, including Illini Pride, the Marching 
Illini, Basketball Band, Illinettes, and Illinois Cheerleading, are instrumental 
aspects of the extraordinary environment present at all Illinois home events. 
Participation in athletics provides incredible benefits, including unlimited 
leadership, networking, and social opportunities.
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Pan-Asian	Restaurants
Cravings
Evo Cafe
KoFusion
Korean	Restaurants
A-Ri-Rang
B. Won
Dorcas
Woori Jib
Japanese	Restaurants
Hinode
Kamakura
Miko’s
Sushi County
Sushi Kame
Sushi San
Indian	Restaurants
Basmati 
Bombay Indian Grill
East & West Fast Food
Thai	Restaurants
Basil Thai @ Urbana
Basil Thai Café
Nitaya Thai
Siam Terrace
Thara Thai
Y Thai Eatery
Chinese	Restaurants
Best Wok
China Garden
Chinatown Buffet
Chinese Express
Chinese Kitchen
Empire Chinese Restaurant
First Wok
Four Seasons House
Great Wall Buffet
Green Jade
Golden Wok
Home of Gourmet Chinese
Hot Wok
Hot Wok Express
Lai Lai Wok
Lucky Star Chinese
Mandarin Wok
Ming Garden
Number One Wok
Panda Express
Peking Garden
Rainbow Garden
Rice Garden
Super Wok
Tang Dynasty
Yen Ching
Asian	Markets
Am-Ko Oriental Foods and Gifts
Annapoorna
Asia Food Mart
Chang’s Oriental Mart
Far East Grocery Store
Green Onion
Lee’s Oriental Foods
Maligaya’s Store
Asian	Hair	Salons
Han’s Hair Design
Red Hair Studio
Shocking Hair
Yuko Hair Salon
Local	Religious	Organizations
Central Illinois Mosque and Islamic  
   Center
Champaign Chinese Christian Church
Illini Chinese Christian Fellowship
Korean Church of Champaign-  
   Urbana
Korean Jesus-Love United Methodist     
   Church
Korean New Life Church
Local	Community	Organizations
Chinese American Association of   
   Central Illinois
Chinese Heritage Association
East Central Illinois Refugee Mutual         
   Assistance Center
Hindu Cultural Society
Korean Cultural Center 
Local Businesses and Organizations
Allerton Park and Retreat Center   762-7011  http://www.allerton.uiuc.edu
Asian American Cultural Center   333-9300  http://www.odos.uiuc.edu/aacc
Asian American Studies Program   244-9530  http://www.aasp.uiuc.edu
Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center 333-2092  http://www.odos.uiuc.edu/aacp
Campus Recreation    333-3806  http://www.campusrec.uiuc.edu
Career Center    333-0820  http://www.careercenter.uiuc.edu
Center for Democracy in a Multiracial Society 244-0188  http://cdms.ds.uiuc.edu
Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies  333-7273  http://www.eaps.uiuc.edu
Counseling Center    333-3704  http://www.couns.uiuc.edu
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures 344-1432  http://www.ealc.uiuc.edu 
Division of Intercollegiate Athletics  333-3630  http://www.athletics.uiuc.edu
Illinois Leadership Center   333-0604  http://www.illinoisleadership.uiuc.edu
Japan House    244-9934  http://www.art.uiuc.edu/galleries/japanhouse
Krannert Art Museum and Kinkead Pavilion  333-1860  http://www.mckinley.uiuc.edu
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts  333-6700  http://www.krannertcenter.com
La Casa Cultural Latina   333-4950  http://www.odos.uiuc/lacasa
McKinley Health Center   333-2701  http://www.mckinley.uiuc.edu
Office of the Dean of Students   333-0050  http://www.odos.uiuc.edu/
Office of LGBT Resources   244-8863  http://www.lgbt.uiuc.edu
Program on Intergroup Relations   333-3701  http://www.intergrouprelations.uiuc.edu
Program on South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 244-7331  http://www.psames.uiuc.edu 
Study Abroad Office    333-6322  http://www.ips.uiuc.edu/sao
Spurlock Museum    333-2360  http://www.spurlock.uiuc.edu
University Housing    333-0770  http://www.housing.uiuc.edu
Campus Directory
asiantation WELCOME EVENT
Produced by the Asian American Cultural Center, Asian Pacific American Coalition, and Illini Union Board.
asiantation BOOKLET
Produced by the Asian American Cultural Center. 
Available on the web at www.odos.uiuc.edu/aacc .
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